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Democrat 
has cash 
advantage 
in race for 
Congress 


BY ANNA M. TINSLEY 
atinsley@star-telegram.com 


The battle to replace Joe 
Barton in Congress could 
soon be as hot as the Texas 
summer as fundraising ramps 


up, likely cata- 
í 3 N pulting this 


into a multimil- 
lion dollar race. 
Fundraising 

slowed after 

the May 22 

primary runoff 
Ron Wright election, but 
Republican 
Ron Wright 
out-raised 
Democrat Jana 
Lynne Sanchez 
in the fight for 
the 6th Con- 
gressional 
District during 
the second 
quarter of this 
year. 

However, Sanchez has 
out-raised Wright since the 
runoff election, $96,913 to 
$91,566, and had more cash 
on hand by the end of June, 
according to new Federal 
Election Commission reports. 

“That’s an insignificant 
difference in a general elec- 
tion that will cost hundreds of 


Jana 
Sanchez 
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Graham Police Department Video Screenshot 


The Graham Police 
Department released body 
camera footage in the case. 


‘They 
could’ve 
talked to 
him more’ 


BY NICHOLE MANNA 
nmanna@star-telegram.com 


If Graham police had prop- 
er training on how to ap- 
proach people with autism 
and if all information given to 
dispatch had been relayed to 
officers, it’s likely that 19- 
year-old Michael Moore 
would have never been 
cuffed, wrestled to the ground 
and stunned twice by officers 
on June 26, according to ex- 
perts. 

That day, a neighbor in the 
900 block of Texas Street 
called 911 to report that 
someone was throwing rocks 
into her yard and at her dogs. 
It wasn’t the first time he had 
done it, she said. She told 


SEE POLICE, 4A 


Mom who killed her daughters 
not guilty by reason of insanity 


RODGER MALLISON rmallison@star-telegram.com 


Sofya Tsygankova, the estranged wife of Van Cliburn competition winner Vadym Kholodenko, was brought into a courtroom Monday to hear 
the verdict in the two capital murder cases against her. 


BY DEANNA BOYD 
dboyd@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

For Sofya Tsygankova, mental 
illness first surfaced when she 
was 18. 

Still living in her homeland of 
Russia, the pianist became de- 
pressed after a breakup and her 
failure to progress in a music 
competition. 

After the birth of her and re- 
nowned pianist Vadym Kholo- 
denko’s youngest daughter, 
postpartum depression reported- 
ly followed. 

But it was the July 2015 reve- 
lation from Kholodenko that he 
was in love with a mutual friend 
and wanted a divorce that appar- 
ently sent Tsygankova’s mental 
health spiraling. 


She sunk into depression, 
suffered bouts of anxiety and 
later had auditory and visual 
hallucinations. She became sui- 
cidal and was hospitalized at 
John Peter Smith Hospital after 
hurling herself from a moving 
car and lying in traffic on a busy 
street. 

She came to believe that her 
husband was controlling her 
through his cellphone and that 
he was poisoning her. 

Believing that both her soul 
and those of her daughters had 
been stolen by the devil, she 
would later tell doctors, she 
believed she had no choice but 
to kill them and herself. 

So in March 2016, she 
smothered 5-year-old Nika Kho- 
lodenko and 20-month-old Mi- 
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Pianist Vadym Kholodenko posed with his wife, Sofya Tsygankova, 
SEE INSANITY, 2A and daughters Nika, 4, and Michaela, 2 months, in September 2014. 


Hello, 107! Be prepared for 
DFW’s hottest week in 2 years 


DAVID KENT dkent@star-telegram.com 


Gina Palabria of Dallas plays in the dancing waters of the fountain 
at Sundance Square on Monday. 


BY BILL HANNA 
billhanna@star-telegram.com 


The dog days of summer 
have arrived. 

Triple digit temperatures are 
in the forecast all week. 

By Friday, temperatures 
could reach 107 in Fort Worth 
— and some places could be a 
degree or two higher. 

At Dallas-Fort Worth 
International Airport, where 
weather records are recorded, 
the official high on Friday is 
predicted to be 106 degrees. It 
hasn’t reached 106 at DFW 
Airport since Aug. 12, 2016. 

For now, there’s no sign that 
the high pressure system that’s 
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LOCAL & TEXAS 


CASE DIDN'T 
DERAIL CAREER 


A Southern Baptist pastor 
had a new leadership post 
only two months after a 
sexual abuse 
investigation. 4A 
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‘THE BABY JUST 
FELL OUT’ 


Affidavit offers new 
information on the case 

of a Hurst mother accused 
of leaving her newborn in a 
trash bin. 2A 
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